Linking words and phrases
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A linking word or phrase shows the logical relation between sentences or betwe
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clauses. A written text does not only have to be coherent (development of ideas) bu
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esion is achieved through certain grammar devices called cohesiv
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linkers. The objective of a linking word or phrase is to make the logical ¢
paragraphs and text explicit to the reader / listener.

The following are some of the most useful markers of cohesive linkers:

I. ORDENING POINTS - DISCOURSE MARKERS

O B O i s o AR Hablando sobre
T S S U Tratando con
WILh FEfErENCE TO......couvreerireeeieie s ssss s e s cssnssssesasssssssssessss s tesss s esesssessenes Con referencia a
O P EBRT cmviossoomsosmosciouons s s s b i Con respecto
VTN, TPREANTD 0o i iAo e LSS En consideracioén a
VVIElH PORPEEE B g s R S Con respecto a
ASJar 38.... 18 CONCBINGM....ciiiviiiiiiiiininnmmiomtossivabissmssmsissimommssrasssnmmasssssdd En lo que respecta
I i i e A A e Respecto a
RV PRI o e S T T B T RS S A s R iSSR0 En cuanto a
B s T e B s Tl Primero
T O R commi o S B S A S S A Primeramente
MM v R A s s En segundo lugar
TR o s R R s e TercerolEn tercer lugar
BTN Oy oo A A s A SRS SR g oA e Finalmente
DI oo s s AR R A T AR P S AP sl Por tltimo
T oo W D AR s A O R R OB En conclusion
TR N A0 onassomissisctiie o o e S NSO gD AN Resumiendo
T NN 50 R R o Por lo tanto

For example:

- Regarding the first issue, | shall point out that electricity is a necessity.
- With respect to the final item, we should sign an agreement.

- To sum up, all the topics dealt with are important.

- Considering that:

First / Firstly, security in the 21 century is what we make of it.

Second / Secondly, security policy must be value-based.
Third / Thirdly, a global approach to security remains our best hope to shape the future.



2. FINALITY

BID: B scicismaiis il P
AR TR Pam
PR R e s e emser e er T e e A f ac;a
i O - o in de
......................................................................................................... A fin de no/para no
ISn order that (+subject ¥ VBIrB)..wswimonvismssismismerisimii Qon el ﬁnpde que
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A De tal manera que
L De tal manera que no
So that (+ subject + verb. Informal style).......cccoowovveveeveeeeerersersinne De mogo que

For example:

- Sgt. Garcia was giving a lesson on weapon handling so that the Guardia Civil should know
the safety precautions.

-The Captain send us a mail in order to inform us of new situation.
-We are writing to you so as to clarify certain confusing points.

-The Sergeant has to study this term, in order not to fail the examinations.

3. LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE

TR Cs A L c)) I———————E Asi
LI R e el ) ————— Por lo tanto
So (less formal)..... e o A SRR SRS A SR A S e s R Por lo que
L) R ———————— R De esta manera
(ST 1T 1) A—————ELELS Consecuentemente
e (e (o)) I——————ELEE Como consecuencia (de)
RN 2T L () P———REEE Como resultado (de)
T b 1) A———LELLR Por consiguiente
TN RIIIREEES - 1 De ahi que

For example:
-The new cellular phones are smaller and therefore cheaper.

- The strike closed the airports, thereby adversely affecting the balance of payments.



4. TEMPORAL RELATIONSHIP (indicating sequence in time)

..................................... Después
AR, sttt S -
T TT o« L TS ————— R v
Befare. . it o
Beforehand ; Emncel
'lI'JherI\ o MR RSB S S R T Hostd (8
DY esteseseaseacsenssssanassssesssssssansssnsassasssesssensassnnssnsenassossassintsnss Pl
TiII.: ......................... T principl:o
BAFHIEE .. cccisoasiviiosisivinsasspissabssnsnsions Después
LA o nreimeissinssiiinsismiisi et s g
A Desde
EVOE SINCO..ccuevrrrececensseacssinisesassmssssssssanssssssasssssassassianssssistssasnsasssasss ssasass Poco después
e after...: .............................................. Mientras tanto
!Sn t;\e mean:]lmp ........... Subsequentemente
ubsequently. De pronto
s i Alolargo de
T'hroughout.... S ltdneamente
Simultaneously. Mientras
WV HIIB. oo ceeienerenesesanesessassensassssassstsasansnsnsanssasinsisasasass Entretantd
Meanwhile Después
N T7s T A edida que
As.. A —

For example:
- It rained continuously throughout the parade.

- Captain Sanchez is going to prepare his language examinations, and afterwards he is
going to be assigned to an international mission.

5. REASON

BRI B6ssciimanmmnoastssmonssemm e s e R e A it Debido a
DB 00 ot S B S o S i A consecuencia de
ORI B0 s comsivovnoorassmms arsesmasiase i S e B B S e s Por culpa de
R o 35 R O e Porque
T Ya que
i v A s i Puesto que

Because is used when the reason is the most important part of the sentence. It usually comes
at the end.

As and Since is used when the reason is already well known or is less important that the rest
of the sentence.



For example:

- Because it was too hot, he went to the beach.

- Since / As | live near here, | shall get some drink and food.
- They cannot buy a house because of lack of money.

- The meeting was delayed owing to the traffic jam.

6. EXEMPLIFICATION

BT ITTBOMEICH sueveevemsormesssmsnssssessasensssensismssenspsmessisn s sisseoeesasiseston i i Por ejemplo
O @XAMPIE.....ccoovvrrrrseresereinsesess oo eeesesssesssessesseessesseeessess e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeesseeeeessonn, Por ejemplo
TO PULAN @XAMPIE....vvvvveerrereesseessssssesssesssssssssssensessssssessssssesessessssssssseesseesesses s Para ponerunejemplo
BB 15 oneeconcovssossssmsma s s Tal como
R CRBGIETE J Yoo S e s S s st it 0 sea
N DA EICUIAL et eenr e seeee e eees e eseeeeeeeseeee oo En particular

For example:
.= Some crimes such as robbery or murder will be hardly punished.

- In particular, the government was criticized for his economic policy between the two
factions.

7. CONTRAST OR DIFFERENCE

Por el contrario

BY' COMTIASL...cvvcerereresssssssessessoseeessssmsssssssssssmsssssmmsisssss s s s st sobpmingi
(O] TIR Y (1T =0 111 1 L VOO ese e
On the one hand....., on the other (hand).........cco s Por una parte..‘......por otra
WV REI@AS. ...ovoreecenisneaosssesessasesssssssemsiessesessnssames s s 4R Rs R RAE SRR SRR A e s e M:entrcfs que
T et vetsesmessesssasssssensenssasesesm i aeae s A aeer RS s SE S LSRR A SRR SH s RS RSReeRARR S eSS Mientras
e Nl st i Sin' embargo
INEVEITNEIESS. c...vveveceessaressemsssass s sasansssassssesase s ass s et sheb e i e EARA S MRS R s SES R 0 No obstante
§ 1 1= | T —————CEEE R A ..Aunq;e
PN LTCTT | ——————— SRR pesar de
Even thoughAun cz{ando
[BI=011 LY ————————— Sin considerar
TN AR———————EEEEEEL A P(;;e,-,:, :;:
(@f=T IV 1) A ————————————R L b
[T N (]) P —————————EEEEC R b
AL ThE SAMIC....c.uoesecseccsssismssssssasesssssessemssssissssassssssasstasmasasssssssssessssssasssssanssnasassnsacassassasens
...................................................................................... Pero
e e ABETES A diferencia de
INONELREIESS. ......covcenerereersessersssssssssssmssisssssssssssssesssssssrssas s ssssssssssamss R ass s RS EE S s Rk Sin embargo



For example:

- Lieutenant Sanz had been taught how to clear his personal weapon, however, he forgot to
place the selector switch on safe.

- Although the world’s population is rising fast, food production is keeping pace with it.
- Even though the world's population is rising fast, means of transport are better each day.

-The world’s population is rising fast. Nevertheless, petrol production is expensive day to

day.

- In spite of the increase in the world's population, food production is keeping pace with it.

8. CONDITION

e oo osns ot Rt B Si
Un|ess ................................................................................ ; g
............................................................................ n -
ON CONGILION TRAL.......oeceesiracrressensasssissssssissssassssssssmssrssisssssissassssssassassassssssnssassasssss A condicién deq )
Provided (Lhat).......reemmsusmressssmsssssssssssismsassssssssssmmssssssssssssssssssssss Considerado (el hecho de queé
......................... : o
Providing (that) R i R ..Cons;fjemndo que |
NIRRT o i s R S R o BRSNS st p s ep e AR SRAAA TR Siempre 4 i
............................. g
AASISO [ONG @S..occoessersininissarssssnessssssssionsassssasssnssssasaisasasssssssssssssusnsenssssssssassasenss ssssarssssossassanes "
Supposingg. ....................................................................................................................... SupomeﬂdQI

For example:
- Supposing you were assigned to the Canary Islands?, What would your family do?
- You can borrow my dictionary provided / providing you bring it back before the

examination.

- You can use this product in a chemical environment as long as / so long as you follow
certain procedures.

- Don’t load your gun unless you have to.

9. COMPARISON OR SIMILARITY

I8 COIPANEOI WIS i st En comparacion con/a
B O T e S e OSBRSS De forma similar
Ll Simifar a
RN oo B e st seers B ase s s redisaied De igual forma
R CIVE SN WY it s s oA edpmeammsmse ot smemsmm et opasropm A De la misma manera
e o L N Asimismo
BIIVR . SR i s ESA RS ki35m0 ABS 38 S PO 4R A oSSR A Lo mismo
BT ORI v e B R e s Lo mismo que
IUITEIBIG FO0M 00150550550 inmimsmmarsomensaaseansesmesonsessemsammaseessssta s omsees s camescts el Diferente de
BB 1€ SEIVYE BOMRIN. . iesessiesinssosssonsaosossaapssasinssiFoibpavsesssmmssspaesvisosse e Por lo mismo




For example:

=You should notify any change of address to the central bank; similarly / likewise, any other
change should be notified to the Post Office.

~This is trivial in comparison with the devastations caused by war.

- Officers and NCOs must become equally responsible for training Guardias Civiles in this
Academy.

10. ADDITION, REINFORCEMENT, CLARIFICATION

DI ion e s i S S ss Ademas
BE Well..esres s s s S Stnee ambién
BB the SAME TMIC..ccvnroissummnescomssosissmsscsessmmesssseessotastssssomsbieseisssetbeseestessoss o Al mismo tiempo
BRSIAE............ocoeceeeeemesens e ssstss s ssssee sttt eeeeeees s Ademas
O O st S s Ademas
i R Ademads
g S YU S O D Por otra parte
L TOD O thAt......ooocoousssecossussisssssspsssssessisnisscsssinssasssisssesssssosbssssecssomosss et st Sobretodo
AL T No solo....sino también
R T TP O S Quiero decir
T O sea
g RS et En otras palabras

For example:

- He not only knows his Guardias, but also looks out for their well-being.

i iti ensive.
The new electronic system is not very effective. Moreover, it is rather exp

The refugees are desperately short of food. In addition, they urgently need medical

supplies.

11. TRANSITION (INTRODUCING NEW SUBJECTS)

...................... Enloquerespecta
Asfaras.. |sconcernedBess|etters) ........................... g i
o O S Hablando sobre
TAIKING ADOUE . s B
O s
REGAIING..rmmsss | e i
PR 2 Ly —————EUR



For example:

- I've invited Andy, Bob and Mark. As for Kevin, | don't care if | never see him again in my

life.

- As far as the new plan for Guardia Civil enlistment is concerned, | think we ought to be

very careful.

- The position of the Ambassador as regards | regarding the conflicc has been

misunderstood.

12. SUMMING UP IDEAS

To sum up ....................... il
In summary ....................... F—
I SO s s i
Briefly....... s R
I CONCIUSIONsrrsesnesstssssas b s e s
ST M——— L S

For example:

: o . &
- Basically, the purpose of the exercise will be to give your men practice in marching by day

and by night across country using their compasses.

- In short, a ring phone will be signal to enter in.

13. EXCEPTIONS

BXCEPE 108 (B8 T i s risaivasi Excepto por(el hecho)
TR R i s R S R RS i A menos que
BHEJO. i iisini cmsrmamm s S R R e Si no fuera por
R LA B B R PP e ae. Tt (L Aparte de
0 SRR DO st s it e AR A A A S A S P En contraste a
WWIGH: thie SERPRET Of i mmiiniimesinsibsmisnin o ss st Con la excepcion de
TN cormsomons s o s sy e TR S A P S S PR R TP e vr s Excepto

For example:

- In contrast to previous services, the morale of the men was high.

- The exercise was well done, except for the fact that we should improve our level.

- Except for emergencies, we hardly use this door.

As an example you can write a composition using a sketch similar to this one:

“I consider it could be interesting today to deal with the subject number two because... and with
reference to the point of view of our society...



Firstly, according to the title we must face the....
And also the matters in relation with...

Secondly, notwithstanding the last idea showed before, | think that the problem/iteml/idea is. ...

Thirdly, and following the main idea showed in the test, we must include some characteristics/
| features which can illustrate. ..

\In order to sum up we must conclude that as far as it is concerned...”



